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even by naturalists as famous as Sir Arthur Thomson,
an error. The stereotypic quality is the mark, not of the
instinctive nature of an action, but rather of the lack of
intelligence of the actor. And by " lack of intelligence,"
I mean, not total, but relative, lack, a low level of in-
telligence, either natively prescribed or due to special
circumstances. Thus the averagely intelligent human
being, when half-asleep from fatigue, or under the
influence of drugs (such as alcohol) that partially paralyse
his " intelligence," and in certain states of disease, falls
back in the scale of intelligence and tends to manifest
the stereotypic quality of action.

The true outward mark of the instinctive nature of
any activity (a mark which cannot always be observed
by a single glance nor even by a careful inspection of a
single instance, but, in some cases, only by careful com-
parative study of many instances) is that, independently
of prior experience that might conduce to such activity,
under particular circumstances the animal strives towards
a goal common to its species and in ways more or less
common to the species.

Now, as we review the scale of increasing intelligence
from insect to man, we see activities inspired and sus-
tained by instinct become less and less stereotyped and
more and more varied in adaptation to special circum-
stances. There is no point in this scale at which we can
say that the activities of that level can no longer be said
to be instinctive in some sense and degree. We can only
say that the share of inborn disposition or of racial con-
stitution and tendency in shaping action becomes more
and more overlaid and obscured by intelligent adaptation
in the light of individual experience. And, in the case
of the average adult human being, this overlaying and
obscuring goes so far that we cannot appropriately
describe the bulk of his actions as instinctive.

The hormic psychology does not assert, and I have
never asserted (at least, to the best of my recollection)
that all human actions are instinctive. Rather I have
asserted that in all human activities there is a dynamic
factor, a sustaining or driving energy, which derives